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JJBnART 


MEDICAL  DEPARTMENT 


I 


if,  B&mfield  Crescent, 
EXBTSR. 


August,  1948, 


To  the  Chairman,  Aldermen  and 

Meirtoers  of  the  Devon  County  Council. 


MR.  CHAIRMAN,  MI  LORDS, 

LADIES  AND  GENTLEMEN, 


I have  the  honour  to  present  ny  nineteenth  Annual  Report 
upon  the  Public  Health  of  the  administrative  County  of  Devon, 


The  report  is  an  abbreviated  one  in  accordance  with  the 
instructions  of  the  Ministry  of  Health.  The  vital  statistics  for 
the  whole  of  the  war  period  will  be  dealt  with  in  accordance  with 
instructions  which  v/ill  be  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Health.  The 
following  statistics  which  have  been  prepared  for  1947  are  again 
very  satisfactory. 


1947 

1946 

1945 

Birth  Rato 

17.9 

17.3 

15.5 

Death  Rate  (All  causes) 

14.8 

14.07 

14.8 

Maternal  Death  Rato 

1.5 

2.0 

2.0 

Infantile  Mortality 

33.8 

35.7 

47.2 

Tuberoulosis  Death  Rate  ... 

0.47 

0.45 

0.5 

Cancer  Death  Rato  ...  ... 

2.2 

2.2 

2.2 

I again  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  appreciation 
of  the  loyal  co-operation  and  work  of  all  monbcrs  of  my  staff. 

I have  the  honour  to  bo. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

L.  MEREDITH  DAVIES, 

COUNTY  MEDICAL  OPPIGBR, 
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STAFF  OF  THE  IvEDICAL  EEPARTIENT 


The  following  changes  of  permanent  Medical  Officers  took  jplaco 
during  the  year: 

Dr,  F.J.G,  Lishman,  Deputy  County  Medical  Officer  resigned  on  20th 
May,  1947.  Dr,  W.J.  Doyle,  who  wais  previously  an  Assist, ant  County 
Medical  Officer  and  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the  St,  Thomas  Rural 
District,  Exmouth  Urban  Distract  and  Budleigh  Salterton.  Urban  District, 
was  appointed  as  Deputy  County  Medical  Officer  from  21st  1/iay,  1947. 

Dr,  L,G,  Anderson  v/as  appointed  to  replace  Dr,  Doyle  as  an  Assistant 
County  Medical  Officer  and  Medical  Officer  to  the  St,  Thomas  Rural  Dis- 
trict, Exmouth  Urban  District  and  Budlei^  Salterton  Urban  District, 
taking  up  his  duties  on  20th  October,  1947, 

Dr,  E,Y/,  Anderson,  one  of  the  two  County  Psychiatrists , resigned,  on 
30th  September,  1947,  and  ho  was  replaced  .by  Dr.  J,J,  Justice,  who  took 
up  his  duties  on  1st  Novenber,  1947. 

The  following  Assistant  County  J/Iodical  Officers  v/ere  appointed  to 
fill  posts  on  the  permanent  staff  previously  hold  by  tcn^orary  officers: 

Dr,  ¥,H,  Crichton  (appointed  1st  February,  1947.  Resigned  3rd 
October,  1947). 

Dr.  H,M,  Davies  (appointed  1st  September,  1947). 

Dr,  J,  Sleigh  (appointed  1st  February,  1947). 

Dr,  J.H,  Wildman  (appointed  1st  November,  1947  to  replace  Dr, 
Crichton) , 

A complete  list  of  the  Medical  Officers  on  the  staff  of  the  Medical 
Department  on  the  31st  December,  1947  is  given  on  tho  last  page  of  this 
report. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

The  follovdng  table  shovra  the  number  of  notifications  and  deaths 
from  the  more  common  infectious  diseases,  compared  with  those  for  the 
previous  4 years. 


Scarlet 

Fever 

Diphtheria 

Enteric 

Fever 

+ Pneumonia 

Cerebro- 

spinal 

Fever 

Acute 

Poliomyelitis  8 
Polio-Encephalitis 

Cases 

Dths 

Cases 

Dths 

Cases 

Dths 

Cases 

Dths 

Cases 

Dths 

Cases  Dths 

1917 

274 

- 

31 

2 

3 

- 

209 

203 

11 

3 

60  1 

1946 

427 

- 

49 

4 

21 

- 

228 

210 

14 

3 

6 2 

I945 

497 

2 

63 

4 

12 

- 

206 

199 

17 

5 

15  2 

I944 

557 

3 

108 

3 

29 

2 

274 

223 

28 

6 

23  2 

1 943 

466 

2 

132 

4 

25 

1 

267 

233 

13 

4 

1 1 

— 

+ Deaths  inclucfe  non-notifiablo  forms  of  pneumonia. 


Diphtheria  Immunisation.  The  scheme,  i«iieroby  tho  Local  Authorities 
make  arrangements  for  tho  immunisation  of  all  persons,  v/as  continued  dur- 
ing 1947.  The  Coiuity  Council,  hov/ever,  refunded  to  Local  Authorities 
the  amount  claimed  in  respect  of  the  immunisation  of  children  under  5 
years  of  ago.  The  Assistant  County  Medical  Officers  and  Health  Visitors 
co-operated  with  tho  District  Medical  Officers  of  Health  when  requested 
to  do  so,  and  the  County  Council  Clinics  and  Centres  wore  available  to  tho 
District  Medical  Officers  of  Health  if  required.  All  records  regarding 
the  immunisation  state  are  tho  responsibility  of  the  Local  Authority, 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


The  number  of  primary  notifications  during  the  year  was  453  compared 
with  502  in  1946,  The  number  of  cases  admitted  for  Residential  Treatment 
was  365  compared  with  354  in  1946,  There  were  21 8 patients  in  residence 
on  the  1st  January,  1947>  and  229  in  residence  on  the  31st  December,  1947. 

During  the  year  103  patients  suffering  from  non-pulmonary  tubercul- 
osis were  treated  at  various  institutions  not  administered  by  the 
County  Council, 

Grants  of  extnra  nourishment,  etc,  were  made  as  follows: - 

(1)  Extra  nouilshment,  358  grants:  180  at  4/-  and  178  at  5/3 

pox*  week. 

(2)  Nursing  - 7 grants. 

(3)  Fares  - 5 grants. 

Occupational  Therapy. 

Under  the  arrangements  made  with  St,  Loyes  * Cripples  College  for 
tuberculous  patients  to  receive  instruction  in  their  own  homes  by  an 
Occupational  Therapist,  65  visits  wore  made  to  48  patients.  This  work 
did  not  Login  mtil  December,  1947. 

Memo  266/t. 

This  memoranda  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  in  1943  provided 
for  the  granting  of  allowances  to  patients  and  their  dependants.  Suitable 
cases  are  recommended  by  the  Tuberculosis  Officers  and  the  patients  must 
agr-ee  to  cany  out  the  treatment  recommended.  The  Scheme  came  into 
operation  in  this  County  in  September,  1943.  During  1947  applications 
•were  received  from  204  patients.  The  number  of  patients  who  received 
aJlnwancQs  during  the  year  was  241,  this  number  includes  patients  viho 
•wo:re  gi’anted  allowances  in  1946,  The  total  amount  paid  in  grants  was 
£10,322, 1,7,  > the  whole  of  which  is  subject  to  lOC^  Government  Grant, 


X - RAYS 


During  the  year  the  following  examina'fcions  vTere  carried  out  by  the 
County  Radiographers,  These  figures  are  exclusive  of  examnations 
carried  out  by  the  North  Devon  Infirmary  in  respect  of  North  Devon  cases, 
which  numbered  131 6,  and  those  carried  out  by  the  County  Radiographer  on 
behalf  of  the  Exeter  City  Council  (l308). 


^ 

! 

f ' ■ ' ■ ' ’ ■■■■ 

Mid-Do  von 
and 

Ivy  bank 

South  Devon 

Haivkmoor 

Orthopaedic 
Hospital  S 
other  clinics 

Total 

Screenings 

797 

2116 

3466 

. 

6379 

Films 

1537 

3380 

1183 

44 

m 

Total 

2334 

5496 

4649 

44 

12523 

HAV/KM50R  SANATORIUM 


Work  has  continued  uninterrupted  throughout  the  year,  but  it  was 
handicapped  by  two  serious  difficulties.  The  extension  of  the  sewage 
works  mentioned  in  the  report  for  1946  is  still  not  completed,  and  the 
staff  difficulty  mentioned  in  the  same  report  became  such  that  it  V7as  at 
one  time  necessary  to  close  as  many  as  50  of  our  beds.  It  was  with 
great  pleasure  that  wo  were  able  to  acquire  6 beds  for  convalescent  male 
patients  at  Windwhistlo  Nursing  Homo  and  4 bods  for  femalo  con'valescont 
patients  at  The  Grove,  Paignton.  As  a result  of  these  difficulties  the 
v/aiting  list  has  increased,  but  it  is  hoped  that  improved  conditions  will 
help  matters  in  the  ensuing  year. 
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The  subjoined  tables  present  in  concise  fom  the  number  of  patients 
aind  types  of  case,  together  v/ith  the  treatment  given. 


Total  number  of  beds  available  178 

” ” " patients  admitted 223 

'*  ” " patient  discharged 2 31 

” " *’  patient  days  57A-58 

Average  number  of  beds  occupied 158 


Ago  Classification  on  admission. 


Ivlal.cs 

Females 

Total 

Under  5 years 

• • • • • • 

1 

1 

”15  " 

• • • • # • 

2 

2 

4 

”25  ” 

• • • • • • 

38 

38 

76 

” 35 

• • • • • • 

31 

43 

74 

”45 

• • • • • • 

23 

24 

47 

”55 

• • • • • • 

12 

6 

18 

”65 

• • • • • • 

1 

1 

2 

Over  65  ” . , , 

• • • • • • 

1 

- 

1 

109 

114 

223 

Disease  Classification  on 

admission. 

Ivlales 

Pcraalcs 

Children 

Total 

Pulmonary  Only. 

Observation 

, . . 1 

3 

- 

4 

Class  R.A.1 , 

10 

12 

- 

22 

Class  R,A,  2. 

. , , 8 

3 

- 

11 

Class  R,A,3. 

1 

1 

- 

2 

Class  R,B.1 . , . . 

7 

13 

20 

Class  R,B,2,  , , . 

30 

28 

- 

58 

Class  R,B,3.  . , , 

50 

46 

- 

96 

Non-Pulmonary 

Bonos  & Joints 

• • • * 

- 

.. 

Abdominal 

• • • 

2A 

- 

2 

Other  Organs  ,., 

• • • * 

1A 

- 

1 

Glands  . , . 

IB 

2B 

4B 

7 

223 


RETIJ^M  SHOl'MNG  THE  lilEOIATE  RESULTS  OF  PATIENTS  DISCIWGED 


Classification 

on 

Admission 

Condition  at 
tho  tiiTfi  of 
discharge 

Duration  of  Rosidential  Treatment  in  the  Institution 

Under 

28  days 

Under 

3 months 

3 to  6 
months 

6 to  12 
months 

over  12 
months 

Tota Is 

M 

F 

C 

M 

F 

C 

F 

C 

U 

F 

C 

\!i 

F 

C 

Class  R.A.I. 

Qjiescent 

• 

• 

• 

Not  quiescent 

1 

- 

- 

3 

1 

1 

3 

7 

- 

- 

9 

1 

- 

- 

1 

27 

Died 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Class  R.A.2. 

Qjiescent 

. 

. 

. 

* 

• 

. 

ton  quiescent 

- 

1 

- 

2 

2 

- 

2 

3 

- 

3 

3 

- 

1 

- 

- 

17 

Died 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

» 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Class  R.A.3. 

Qjiescent 

. 

. 

• 

• 

• 

. 

Non  quiescent 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

1 

- 

♦ 

- 

1 

- 

5 

Died 

7 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

* 

- 

- 

- 

" 

2 

TOTALS 

3 

I 

1 

5 

5 

' 

5 

II 

L 

4 

12 

' 

* 

1 

1 

1 

51 

(Contd.) 


Duration  of  Residential  Treatcient  in  tho  Institution 


Classification 

Condition  at 

Under 

Under 

3 to  6 

6 to  12 

over  12 

Totals 

on 

the  time  of 

23 

days 

3 months 

months 

months 

months 

admission 

di scharge 

M 

F 

C 

F 

C 

M 

F 

C 

lli 

i F 

C 

U ; F 

C 

Class  R.B.  1. 

Quiescent 

. 

. 

. 

. 

! 

Not  quiescent 

3 

1 

- 

3 

- 

1 

- 

3 

: 5 

1 

18 

Died 

- 

I 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

j - 

1 1 i - 
1 

- 

1 

1 

Class  R.B  2. 

Quiescent 

!-  ^ . 

1 

Not  quiescent 

2 

3 

- 

3 

I- 

- 

5 

3 

- 

13 

i 14 

- 

hi- 

47 

Died 

. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 . 

j 

1 

i 1 

2 i - 

- 

4 

Class  R.B.3. 

Qjiescent 

. 

. 

j . 

. i . 

Not  quiescent 

- 

1 

- 

7 

1 

- 

5 

2 

- 

10 

i 17 

- 

9 i 14 

74 

Died 

2 

- 

- 

I 

5 

- 

I 

A 

S' 

- 

1 

i 3 

- 

2 i 3 

- 

22 

TOTALS 

7 

6 

- 

10 

10 

- 

13 

9 

- 

35 

No 

- 

17  il7 

- 

164 

Bones  and 

Quiescent 

Joists 

Improved 

- 

- 

. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

! IB 

- 

- - 

. 

IB 

Died 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

: - 

- 

* i * 

- 

- 

Abdominal 

Quiescent 

. 

- 

- 

• 

• 

: » 

• • 

. « 

Not  quiescent 

- 

- 

-i 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

: - 

- 

- iiB 

. 

16 

Died 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

i - 

- 

' ; ■ 

- 

- 

Other  Chgans 

Quiescent 

i 

! 

i 

Not  quiescent 

- 

- 

- i 

- 

2A 

- 

- 

- 

- 

: - 

- 

- i - 

. 

2A 

Died 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

i - 

- 

- 

- 

Peripheral 

Quiescent 

1 

- i 

1 ^ 

••  i • 

Glands 

Not  quiescent 

- 

- 

3B  ! 

j 

1 . 

- 

2Bj 

. 

IB 

. 

- 

i " 

- 

- 

6B 

1 

Died 

- 

- 

1 

- 

■ ! 

- 

- 

- 

■ 

: - 

- 

- 

- 

i 

i 

f 

! 

! 

TOTALS-  i 

i 

- 

- 

3B  1 
! 

1 

2A 

2b! 
— 1 

- 

IB 

- 

- 

; 

- ilB 

- 

b===r=-. 

1 

Year  disclarged 

! 

Untraced 

1 

2 

3 

j 

Died 

Total 

Grand 

Totals 

1929  T 6.  - 

5 

45 

13 

3 

15 

81 

T.B.+  1 

3 

8 

8 

- 

II 

30 

T6.+  2 

- 

. 

- 

1 

31 

32 

T.B.+  3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5 

5 

148 

1930-  T.B.  - 

10 

32 

13 

3 

17 

75 

T.B.+  1 

4 

8 

6 

- 

9 

27 

T.B.+  2 

2 

- 

1 

- 

34 

37 

T.B.-f  3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

4 

143 

1931  T.p.  - 

10 

50 

16 

2 

12 

90 

T.6.+  1 

- 

- 3 

3 

1 

7 

14 

T.B.+  2 

4 

- 

4 

- 

24 

32 

f.B.+  3 

- 

- 

- 

1 

!0 

II 

147 

1932  T.B.  - 

7 

42 

26 

3 

14 

92 

T.B.+  1 

1 

• 

3 

1 

3 

8 

T.B.+  2 

‘ : 3' 

- 

4 

3 

23 

33 

T.6.+  3 

1 ■ " 

- 

- 

- 

10 

10 

- 

143 

(Contd.) 
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Year  discharged 

Untraced 

1 

2 

3 

Died 

Total 

Grand 

Totals 

“1 

1933 

LB.  - 

6 

19 

26 

3 

13 

67 

LB.  + 1 

1 

3 

4 

1 

3 

12 

LB.  + 2 

6 

3 

6 

2 

'27 

44 

LB.  +3 

- 

- 

2 

- 

5 

7 

130 

1934 

LB.  - 

8 

28 

33 

3 

8 

80 

LB.  + 1 

. 

- 

• 

1' 

1 

T.B.  + 2 

- 

2 

11 

2 

24 

39 

T.B.  + 3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2 

122 

1935 

LB.  - 

11 

47 

29 

1 

6 

94 

T.B.  + 1 

- 

- 

2 

* 

- 

2 

T.B.  + 2 

4 

4 

. 4 

I 

19 

32 

T.B.  + 3 

- 

- 

1 

1 

8 

10 

138 

1936 

T.B.  - 

1 

23 

30 

1 

9 

64 

T.B.  + 1 

1 

— 

1 

• 

• 

2 

LB.  +2 

2 

6 

9 

6 

10 

33 

‘ 

LB.  +3 

- 

i 

5 

7 

17 

30 

129 

1937 

LB.  - 

10 

t' 

21 

25 

5 

3 

64 

LB.  + 1 

- 

1 

1 

1 

- 

1 

3 

TB. + 2 

3 

2 

4 

4 

7 

20 

T.B.  +3 

2 

I 

3 

8 

20 

34 

121 

1938 

T.B.  - 

5 

32 

26 

4 

12 

79 

T.B.  + 1 

3 

1 

2 

- 

6 

T.B  +2 

4 

6 

9 

3 

2 

24 

T.B  +3 

i 

2 

3 

4 

22 

32 

141 

1939 

T.B.  - 

5 

17 

43 

7 

15 

87 

T.B.  + I 

- 

1 

5 

4 

10 

T.B.  + 2 

5 

- 

12 

2 

9 

28 

IB.  +3 

6 

6 

4 

II 

28 

55 

180 

1940 

T.B.  - 

6 

20 

43 

2 

8 

79 

T.B.  + 1 

2 

3 

3' 

2 

« 

10 

T.B.  + 2 

2 

2 

17 

16 

7 

44 

T.B.  + 3 

3 

- 

1 

9 

12 

25 

158 

1941 

T.B.  - 

18 

15 

30 

6 

15 

84 

T.B.  + 1 

1 

- 

8 

• 

9 

T.B.  + 2 

7 

5 

14 

6 

10 

42 

T.B.  + 3 

2 

1 

1 

5 

17 

27 

162 

1942 

T.B.  - 

6 

4 

46 

6 

7 

69 

T.B.  + 1 

- 

2 

9 

1 

- 

12 

T.B.+  2 

4 

3 

20 

6 

7 

40 

T.B.+  3 

2 

• - 

3 

16 

16 

37 

>58 

1943 

T.B.  - 

2 

8 

50 

6 

3 

69 

T.B.+  1 

1 

- 

9 

5 

1 

16 

LB.  + 2 

- 

1 

20 

8 

4 

33 

T.B  + 3 

1 

1 

4 

13 

20 

39 

157 

1944 

T.B.  - 

5 

9 

59 

8 

5 

86 

T.B.+  1 

2 

1 

15 

1 

1 

20 

T.B.+  2 

- 

- 

22 

13 

4 

39 

T.B.+  3 

- 

- 

- 

12 

28 

40 

185 

1945 

T.B.  - 

1 

44 

9 

- 

54 

LB.+  1 

- 

1 

17 

1 

- 

19 

T.B.+  2 

. 

- 

12 

8 

3 

23 

T.B.+  3 

3 

- 

1 

13 

9 

26 

122 

1946 

T.B.  - 

I 

30 

8 

1 

40 

T.6.+  1 

- 

19 

3 

- 

22 

T.B.+  2 

• 

* 

16 

27 

4 

47 

T.B.+  3 

- 

- 

2 

17 

5 

24 

. 133 

TOTALS 

200 

492 

912 

222 

691 

i 

2517 

2517 
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Artificial  pneumothorax  v/as  attempted  in  67  cases,  of  uhich  48  v^rere 
successful  and  19  failed.  In  addition  to  this  17  patients  were  admitted 
whose  artificial  pneumothorax  had  been  induced  elsewhere. 

Pneumoperitoneum  was  induced  in  15  cases,  and  1 patient  was  admitted 
whose  Pneumoperitoneum  had  been  induced  elsewhere. 

The  total  refills  given  during  the  year  amounted  to  2,312. 

The  folio vdng  is  a svimmary  of  the  surgical  work  performed; - 


Phrenic  terve  Operations  

Thoracoscopy  8 Cauterization  of  Adhesions 

Thoracoscopy 

Thoracotemy  8 Cauterization  of  Adhesions  , 

Minor  Operations 

Removal  of  T.B,  Glands  

T.B.  Rib  Operations  

Thoracoplasty  

Di latati on  and  Curettage  

Cavity  Drainage  

Extra-Pleural-Pneumolysis  

Removal  of  Tonsi  Is  and  Adenoids 

Appendectomy  , , 

Rib  Resection  8 Drainage  of  Empyema  . . . 
Bronchoscopy  


46 

33 

6 

9 

10 
15 
2 

20 

4 
2 

5 

3 

1 

2 

4 


These  figures  show  a sli^t  diminution  in  the  amount  of  active 
treatment  carried  out,  due  to  the  enforced  closure  of  beds.  The  pro- 
portion of  cases  undergoing  these  forms  of  treatment  to  the  total  number 
is,  however,  higher.  This  is  due  partly  to  tho  fact  that  some  patients 
were  transferred  here  from  Exeter  City  Sanatorium  especially  for  this 
puipose. 


The  Ivlilitary  Hospital  at  Stover  vwas  closed  during  tho  year,  and  those 
patients  whose  homes  were  in  the  county  were  transferred  to  Havwkmoor, 

The  treatment  of  patients  with  combined  orthopaedic  and  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  has  continued. 


The  Occupational  Therapy  and  Education  Departments  have  been  active. 
An  interesting  course  of  lectures  on  widely  differing  subjects  has  been  a 
feature  of  the  latter  department  which  has  been  much  appreciated. 


X - Rays 


There  were  3,4^6  screenings  made,  and  1,1 83  films  taken,  of  which 
1,121  were  plain  chest,  45  orthopaedic,  2 intravenouis  pyolograms,2  abdom- 
inal, 13  dental. 

Dental  Treatment, 

As  in  fomer  years,  dental,  treatment  has  continued  to  play  an  import- 
ant part  in  the  general  therapeutic  scheme.  Analysis  of  tho  treatment 
given  is  as  follows: - 

Number  of  visits  paid  to  Sanatorium  

Number  of  patients  inspected  

Number  of  patients  found  to  require  treatment 
Number  of  patients  actually  treated  ..... 

Number  of  attendances  for  treatment  

Number  of  cases  completed 

Number  of  fillings 

Number  of  teeth  filled  

Number  of  teeth  extracted  , 

Number  of  other  treatments  

Number  of  dentures  fitted  

Number  of  persons  fitted  with  dentures  .... 

Ophthalmic  Treatment. 

The  County  Ophthalmic  Surgeon  has  visited  from  time  to  time,  as  re- 
quired. 


45 

182 

137 

155 

769 

115 

177 

161 

388 

333 

41 

28 
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CX)UNTY  LABORATORY 


During  the  year  25*585  specimens  were  examined. 


ROUTINE  E X AM  I N AT  i 0 N S 


Positive 

Negative 

Total 

Diphtheria  Swabs  

41 

1994 

2035 

Examinations  for  T.B 

497 

1751 

2248 

Examinations  for  Ringvrarm 

83 

122 

207 

Enteric  Fever  (Widals)  169  sera  examined  . 

169 

Sivabs  (Haem,  strept) 

852 

MILK  - CLEANLINESS 

Passed 

Fai  led 

Total 

Odinary 

460 

279 

739 

Accredited  ....  

, 2309 

1891 

4200 

T.T 

, 1861 

949 

2810 

Pasteurised  

211 

33 

24*4 

School  Milk . . . . 

308 

206 

514 

Institutions  

33 

38 

71 

MILK.  TUBERCULOS  1 S 

Pos.  Neg. 

Inconclusive 

Under  Test 

Total 

Bulk  Samples 4 336 

95 

132 

567 

Ministry  of  Agri 6 36 

6 

33 

81 

10  372 

101 

165 

648 

M 1 L K - M 1 C R 0 S C 0 P 1 C A L E X A M 1 

NATIONS 

During  the  year  7 examinations  were  made  for  veterinary  surgeons 


TOTALS 


5511 


8578 


648 
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tl  A T E R SUPPLIES 

Routine  examinations  from  public  supplies 


1633 


VE  NERE AL  DISEASES 


Ifessermann  Tests 3854 

Gonocci  (Micro) 1035 

Gonococci  (Complement  Fixation  test) 1204 

Spirochaetes  3 


6096 


GENERAL  BACTER  I OLOGY 


Enteric  Faeces * 488 

Fever:  Urine 97 

General  ' G.C.  Cultures  . . * . 174 

& T.B.  IVine  - Superannuation 214 

Virulence  Tests 10 

Blood  Cultures 42 

Biological  Tests 115 

Blood  Films 38 

Glandular  Fever 19 

Sewage 328 

Pertussis  swabs 22 

Swabs  - various  196 

Urine < 145 

Faeces 38 

Pus 47 

Pleural  fluid 70 

C.S.F 64 

Gastric  juice  43 

Sputum  (Inoc:)  27 

Foodstuffs  « inch  ice  cream 913 

Church  washings 17 


j 

JISL 

25585 
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The  Coiinty  Laboratory  which  was  originally  set  up  in  1930,  Vvdll  pass 
from  the  control  of  the  County  Council  after  31st  December,  19m-7. 

It  \\dll  be  ' remenibered  that  the  Coimty  Bacteidologist  was  an  officer 
loaned  to  the  County  Council  by  the  Medical  Research  Council,  but  the 
remainder  of  the  staff  were  employees  of  the  County  Gouncil.s  After  31st 
December,  the  laboratory  and  the  whole  of  the  staff  will  belong  to  the 
Medical  Research  Council, 

An  agreement  was  made  between  the  Medical  Research  Council  and  the 
Devon  County  Council  whereby  the  laboratory  vrill  continue  to  carry  out, 
free  of  cost,  most  of  the  examinations  as  i^reviously, 

I am  very  grateful  to  Dr.  Moore  V7ho  vras  the  County  Bacteriologist 
and  now  becomes  the  Dii’octor  of  the  Laboratory,  for  his  valuable  assist- 
ance in  the  past.  Dr,  Moore  vd.ll  continue  to  keep  me  informed  regarding 
the  examinations  he  carries  out  for  the  County  Council, 


MA.TERNITY  AMD  CPIILD  Y/BLFARE 

Notification  of  Births;  The  following  births  were  notified  during 
1947  as  compared  with  194-6,  (These  do  not  correspond  with  the  number 
of  births  supplied  by  the  Registrar-General), 


M 

1947 

Notified  by  fbdical  Practitiorfirs  

. ...  1264 

754 

Notified  by  Midaives  ...  

. ...  5518 

6532 

Reported  by  Registrars  as  non-notified  .. 

. ...  268 

358 

. 7050 

7644 

Infant  Mortality  Rate;  - 33.8. 

Stillbirths;  There  were  95  notifi.ed  during  the  year  as  oempared 
vd-th  125  cases  in  194-6. 

OphthaliTlo  NeonatoriTum,  During  the  yna,r  13  cases  wore  notified  as 
ccmpa.rod  with  5 cases  in  Tsi4-6, 

The  Health  Visitors  have  investigate  all  cases  and  reported  as 

follows;-  Treated  at  home  8 Treated  in  Hospital 5 

Vision  unimpaired  13  Vision  impaired  0 

Maternal  Mortality;  Rato  for  the  year  1,5 

Puerperal  and  Post  Abort, Sepsis  .68. 

Other  cases  ,79 

During  the  year  8 'cases  v/ere  investigated  whore  the  certificate 
indicated  that  the  fatalities  \7ere  associated  with  pregnancy  or  parturi- 
tion. 


Ante  and  Postnatal  Clinics; 


Barnstaple 

Sessions 

49 

1st  attend- 

ances 

249 

Ante- natal 

exams 

1385 

Post-natal 

exams 

59 

* 1/ay 

Bidefcrd  

25 

77 

188 

55 

* torch 

Holsivorthy 

20 

77 

163 

42 

1 Ifracombe  

49 

105 

492 

64 

Newton  Abbot  

60 

134 

607 

65 

Paignton  

44 

87 

349 

9 

* torch 

South  tolton 

13 

6 

17 

7 

Teignmouth  

27 

24 

69 

14 

« April 

Terri ngton  

16 

14 

31 

"6 

* Opened. 
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Ante-natal  and  Post-natal  Examinations:  (General  Practitioner 

; Scheme) , 

1715  applications  for  payment  of  fees  were  received  (con^jared  with 
1545  in  1946),  Of  this  nunber  1187  were  for  both  ante  and  post-natal 
examinations. 

Consultants  Scheme.  There  were-  395  applications  as  compared  with" 
336  in  1946,  Of  this  number  125  received  X-Ray  examinatiozis.  In  add- 
ition 16  children  under  5 were  referred  to  consultants* 


Institutional  Pix)vision  for  I^temity  Patients*  1356  applications 
were  approved  as  compared  with  I869  in  1946* 

Home  Helps,  220  applications  were  approved  as  compared  with  151  in 

1946. 

Maternity  Outfits.  252  outfits  were  supplied  during  the  year  as 
compared  with  249  in  1946.  Of  this  pumber  22  were  supplied  free  of 
charge. 

Fees  to  ivledical  Practitioners  called  in  by  Midwives . 1 076  claims 

were  passed  for  payment. 

Health  Visiting.  Ihiring  the  year  Health  Visitors  paid  the  follow- 
ing visits:- 


Expectant  mothers  2007 

Children  under  1 year  (first  visits)  8261 

Children  urtder  ! year  (re-visits) 27669 

Chi Idren  I to  5 years  32174 

Boarded-out  Chi  Idren  1245 

Tuberculosis  cases 651 


County  Maternity  Home Rivorsdale  (Now  Bicclcscombo  Park),  Ilfra- 

combe. This  home  was  re-opened  In  September  1947>  and  38  cases  were 
admitted.  There  was  1 stillbirth  and  1 infant  died  within  ten  days  of 
birth. 

County  Ivlatemity  Home,  The  Grove,  Sidmouth.  During  the  year  92 
patients  were  admitted.  There  were  no  maternal  deaths.  Stillbirths:  2, 
Two  infants  died  within  ten  days  of  birth. 

Care  of  Unmarried  Mothers  and  Illegitimate  Children,  Arrangements 
have-  been  made  for  unmarried  mothers  and  illegitimate  children  to  bo 
dealt  with  on  the  lines  suggested  in  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  2866, 
The  foxir  County  Welfare  Officers  combine  this  work  with  their  other  duties, 
and  the  Diocesan  and  Moral  Workers  in  the  County  also  co-operate. 

Care  of  Premature  Infants.  The  ’’notification  of  birth”  card  now  in 
use  in  the  County  indicates  the  birth  weight  of  a child  if  this  is  less 
than  5?  lbs.  Two  sets  of  premature  baby  equipment  have  been  obtained 
for  issue  on  loan  when  required.  All  notifications  of  premature  births 
a.re  specially  followed  up  by  Health  Visitors, 

The  births  of  I64  premature  infants  were  notified  during  the  year, 
89  of  v^om  were  bom  in  hospitals  or  institutions,  120  infants  were 
surviving  at  the  end  of  one  month  from  the  date  of  birth. 

Promotion  of  Cleanliness  and  Good  Habits  and  the  Elimination  of 

Voiminous  Conditions.  Special  attention  is  given  by  Health  Visitors  to 
these  matters  at  welfare  centres  and  domiciliary  -visits. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres.  At  the  68  welfare  centres  in 
the  County  the  following  attendances  were  made:- 

Mothers  present 66600 

Infants  present  48944 

Children  I - 5 20354 
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CHILD  LIIE  PROTECTION 

(Public  Heailth  Act,  1936  - part  7?  Sections  206-220), 


At  the  beginning  of  the  year  there  v\rere  164  children  in  the  care  of 
158  foster  mothers  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  there  vrere  134  foster  chil- 
dren and  116  foster  mothers.  In  addition  there  were  199  children  in  14 
private  nurseries,  and  36  children  in  2 volimtaiy  homes. 

During  the  year  the  Health  Visitors  who  are  Child  Life  Protection 
Visitors  imder  the  Act,  paid  1245  visits. 


ADOPTION  OP  CHILDREN 
(Regulation)  Act,  1939 


Number  of  persons  who  gave  notice  under  Section  7(3)  '•2. 

Number  of  children  under  supervision  at  the  end  of  the  year  13. 


MENTAL  HEALTH 

The  change  in  the  scope  of  the  v/ork  of  the  County  Psychiatrists,  re- 
ferred to  in  the  report  for  the  year  1946,  has  been  further  emphasised. 
The  ascertainment  of  defectives,  during  school  age,  has  been  delegated  to 
School  Medical  Officers,  practically  all  of  whom  have  now  had  special 
training  for  this  work.  Ascertainment  has  thus  become,  as  the  Board  of 
Control  states  it  should  be,  part  of  the  "General  Practitioner"  service. 
This  has  relieved  the  County  Psychiatrists  of  a great  deal  of  routine  work 
and  thus  enabled  them  to  devote  more  of  their  time  to  give  specialist  ad- 
vice and  treatment,  both  to  adults  and  children. 

The  need  for  further  accommodation  for  mental  defectives  in  insti- 
tutions is  still  urgent.  The  Comcil  have  approved  a residential  scheme 
for  the  vocational  training  ofboiderline  cases;  this  should  obviate 
the  necessity  of  certification  in  some  cases,  A suitable  house,  gardens 
and  farm  have  been  selected  and  approval  of  the  Ministry  Of  Health  is  now 
awaited.  It  is  intended  to  arrange  for  a similar  establishment  for  fem- 
ales. 


During  1947,  "131  new  cases  were  notified  to  the  Mental  Deficiency 
Committee  as  requiring  action  to  be  taken  under  the  Acts  such  as  Insti- 
tutional care  or  Statutory  Supervision  and  Orders  for  Institutions,  Of 
this  number  the  following  cases  were  dealt  with  by  the  Justices: - 

1 Devon  Adsize 

2 Plympton 

3 Secretary  of  State 
1 Okehampton 


At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were:- 


21  cases  under  Guardianship 
178  on  resident  licence  from  Institutions 
764  under  Order 
19  place  of  safety 

162  under  Statutory  Supervision  of  the  Devon 
Voluntary  Association. 
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The  number  of  Devon  cases  in  various  Institutions  in  Deconbcr,  1947> 
were  as  follov/s;- 


Institutions 

Males 

Females 

Total 

R.ll/.C.I.  Starcross  

20! 

159 

360 

Box  House  

I46 

(+  5 out  County 
patients) 

Mr6 

Western  Lodge 

« • * 

99 

(+  2 out  County 
patients) 

99 

Stoke  Lyne  

27 

(+  9 out  County 
patients) 

3 

30 

Frank lyn  

I6 

(+  9 out  County 
patients) 

31 

(+  14  out  County 
patients) 

47 

D.  & E.  Hon® 

... 

46 

46 

Ranpton  State  Institution  

7 

II 

i8 

Voss  Side  State  Institution  

I 

3 

4 

Royal  Earlswood  Institution  

I 

- 

I 

Thatchbury  Mount  Colony  

... 

- 

- 

St.  Lawrence  Hospital,  Caterham 

I 

- 

1 

Princess  C.F.  Colony  

... 

I 

I 

Mount  Taber,  B' Stoke 

... 

- 

- 

Stapleton,  Bristol  

... 

I 

3 

1 

Stoke  Park  Colony 

I 

4 

St.  Vary's,  Alton  

... 

3 

3 

Royal  Fcrt  Hone,  Bristol  

... 

1 

1 

Home  of  Help,  Bath  

... 

1 

1 

21 

Guardianship  

8 

13 

L/A  from  Guardianship  and  Institution  ... 

83 

98 

181 

Manor,  Epsom  

492 

1 

474 

1 

966 

Pemissive  "Raleigh  House"  

2 

2 

" Elizabeth  Barclay 

... 

3 

3 

" Royal  Earlswood  

... 

1 

1 

" f.teunt  Tabor  

492 

I 

48! 

1 

973 

STQKE  urn 

During  the  year  the  general  health  of  the  patients  has  been  good, 
with  no  serious  illness. 

In  July,  20  boys  wont  to  their  homes  for  a holiday, some  for  two,  and 
some  for  three  weeks. 

The  8 working  female  patients  had  two  vfeeks  holiday  each  to  their 
homes,  or  to  friends.  One  went  to  Dmesk  Holiday  Home,  Teignmouth. 

During  the  summer  the  children  spent  several  half  days  on  the  Sands, 

Visits  to  the  Pictures  were  frequently  arranged  for  the  older  boys. 

The  working  patients  regularly  attended  the  Cinema,  and  saw  the 
Exeter  Pan toiTiime  at  Christmas. 

The  School  work  has  continued  in  a satisfactory  manner,  and  a Sale 
of  Handiwork  was  hold  in  December,  the  amount  realised  being  £73.12,4'i. 

Admissions  during  the  year  , . , , . 6. 

Transfers  " " " 5. 

Discharges  " " 7. 

(Sgd.)  H.  D,  LIKGARD, 

Superintendent, 
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WESTERN  LODGE , CREDITON 
Training  Institution  for  Ad’-ilt  Women 


There  is  very  little  change  in  the  routine  of  this  Insti.tution.  One 
of  tne  greatest  difficulties  at  the  moment  is  an  acute  shortage  of  perm- 
anent nursing  staff. 

The  health  of  the  pati.ents  has  heen  very  good  during  the  year. 

The  number  of  girls  licensed  to  situations  is  increasing  and  in 
addition  14  go  out  to  daily  work  in  the  town.  This  demand  is  very  groat. 
These  girls  are  allowed  to  visit  Exeter  monthJ.y  to  shop  or  to  go  to  the 
pictures  - part  of  the  ordinary  routine  includes  country  dancing, cinema 
shows  in  the  Institution  (monthly)  , vralks , church  in  tovm.  Approximately 
75^  of  the  girls  arc  on  parole  in  groups  of  three. 

The  work  continues  on  the  same  lines.  Laundry  is  done  for  other 
Institutions,  groups  of  girls  work  in  the  garden  and  there  is  an  ever 
increasing  output  in  the  handicrafts  department. 

Up  to  date  we  have  not  yet  established  an  Hostel  for  daily  vrorkers 
or  a holiday  home  - these  additional  buildings  would  bo  a great  asset  to 
the  Institution, 


An  electric  mincer  and  a refrigerator  have  been  installed  during  the 

year. 


(Sgd,)  B,  MLSON, 

Superintendent, 


FRi\NKL^  HOI® 


I beg  to  present  details  for  the  Annual  Report  for  the  year  ended 
31st  December,  1947. 

PATIENTS: 

On  the  1st  January,  1947  there  were  the  follovdng  patients  on  the 
books:  - 

22  Female  Adults  (9 
32  Female  children, 

2^  Ivlale  " 

]1 

During  the  year  the  following  patients  were;- 

ADlvITTED;  2 Female  adults 

3 Ivlale  children 
5 


of  whom  are  out  on  licence) 
cot  and  chair  cases. 

It  II  It  11 


DEATHS:  2 Female  children 

DISCHARGED;  1 Female  Adult. 


leaving  a total  of  79  patients  on  the  books  on  the  3 1st  December, 
1947.  There  are  3 Female  Adu].ts  on  licence  from  other  Institutions, 

7 children  contracted  Whoopin.g  Cough  from  a Nurse  v7ho  returned  from 
Ireland  suffering  from  the  disease.  The  Nurse  v/as  removed  to  Vifhipton 
Isolation  Hospital,  All  the  patients  and  staff  v/ere  given  prophylactic 
doses  of  H.Pertussis;  3 children  vvere  treated  for  Status  Epilepticusj  3 
cases  of  Tonsillitis,  and  2 had  Broncho -Pneumonia,  Tvra  children  died  of 
natural  causes  (l.  Cardiac  Failure  and  Epilepsy,  and  2,  Epileptic  Fit  and 
Cretinism),  These  have  been  under  the  care  of  Dr,  Rufus  Harris  and  Dr. 
M, Y,  Paget.  A total  of  108  visits  have  been  paid  to  the  Institution. 
(77  Ly  Dr,  Harris,  and  31  by  Dr,  Paget). 
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There  has  been  an  increase  in  the  remimeration  paid  to  the  v/orking 
patients.  The  laundry  charge  hand  has  received  an  increase  of 

per  month  to  £1 .4.0d, , and  3 other  girls  in  the  Laundry  now  receive  an 
increase  of  10/-d.  to  £1,0. Od,  The  girl  who  assists  in  the  Kitchen  has 
also  had  an  increase  of  10/-  to  ^i.O.Od,  The  remaining  13  girls  have 
had  increases  of  V^Sd,  to  lO/-d  per  month. 


SOCIAL  ACTIVITIES; 

These  working  girls  attend  the  Cinema  once  every  fortnight,  and  aro 
taken  out  to  tea  and  for  shopping  once  a month.  They  also  attend  the 
outside  Church  Services  every  Sunday  morning.  During  the  summer  months 
frequent  cxc\irsions  have  been  made  to  Exmouth.  They  all  saw  the  Panto- 
mime at  Xmas, 

HOLIDAYS; 

14  Adults  spent  a fortnight*s  holiday  at  "Dun  Esk"  and  4 bad  a fort- 
night with  their  relatives. 


STAFF; 


At  the  end  of  the  year  the  Staff  consisted  of  the  follovdng; 

2 Ward  Sisters,  1 Assistant  Nurse,  Class  1, 

1 Assistant  Nurse  Class  2. 

3 Part-Time  Assistant  Nurses  (2  on  Day  duty,  and  1 

to  relieve  the  Night  Nurse) . 

1 Part-Time  Clerk 
1 Cook 

1 Dressmaker 

2 Gardeners. 


ADDITIONS  TO  BUILDDIGS  ;>ND  RE -DECORATIONS; 

A new  verandah  has  been  added  to  the  existing  one,  and  has  been 
painted  with  "summon  cloud".  3 vTash-basins  have  been  fixed  and  a curta^- 
rail  has  been  erected  in  the  staff  Bathroom.  The  wall  be^nd  the  basins 
has  been  glazed  and  the  floor  stained.  The  Matron's  quarters  have  been 
re-decorated  and  two  nevj-  tiled  grates  installed.  The  Nurses  Recreation 
Room  has  been  re-decorated  and  linoleum  laid.  The  Adult  Patients  Recre- 
ation Room  has  been  re-decorated,  linoleum  laid  and  four  upholstered  chairs 
obtained,  A further  12  Lloyd  Loom  chairs  have  been  ordered  for  this 
room.  A refrigerator  has  been  installed  in  the  Kitchen,  The  Kitchen 
and  Scullery  have  been  re-decorated,  and  the  Cookers  have  been  repaired 
sat isf actorily. 


THE  SALE  OP  KITCHEN  WASTE  & SURPLUS  GARDEN  PRODUCE; 


The  saAes  of  Kitchen  Waste  from  IVIarch  to  December  £23.  13.  Cd, 

The  sales  of  Garden  Produce  ...  ...  ...  £56.  2.  2<i. 

£79.  15.  2d. 


(Sgd.)  M.  PUGH, 

IVIatron-Superintendent . 


BOX  HOUSE 

I beg  to  furnish  details  for  the  i’mnual  Report  relating  to  this 
Institution  for  the  year  ending  3lst  December,  1947. 

During  the  year,  10  patients  virere  admitted,  4 patients  died,  all 
from  natural  causes  and  2 were  discharged.  During  the  same  period,  3 
patients  were  removed  to  the  Devon  Mental  Hospital  and  one  transferred  to 
another  Institution,  The  accommodation  Certificate  of  the  Board  of  Cen- 
trol  is  for  the  training  and  care  of  151  male  patients  and  this  number 
has  been  kept  well  up  to  strength  throughout  the  year.  In  addition  there 
are  18  men  living  out  on  resident  licence. 
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The  usml  routine  visits  were  paid  by  the  Medical  Officer, the  County 
Dental  Surgeon  and  the  County  Oculist.  The  general  health  of  patients 
and  staff  was  good  throughout  the  year. 

The  general  behaviour  of  patients  has  been  good  and,  I feel,  is 
partly  due  to  the  privileges  they  enjoy  by  being  allowed  out  cn  Parole, 
this  applying  to  45  patients,  to  the  issue  of  Ciga:rettes , Tobacco,  Sweet 
Rations  and  Pocket  Money  ranging  from  3d  to  5/-  peu?  week.  Another 
factor  that  leads  to  Improved  conduct  j.s  that  some  men  work  for  local 
employers  away  from  the  Ine-titution  and  others  of  the  higher  grade  tiy  to 
attain  the  required  standard. 

Catering  arrangements  have  continued  as  before,  although  the  intro- 
duction of  bread  ratlonilng  caused  some  difficulty.  However,  this  has 
been  oveioome  and  our  records  show  that  patients  did  not  suffer  any  loss 
of  wei^it, 

ViTork  has  gone  al-icad  in  the  Shoemakers  Shop,  the  Tailors  Shop  and  in 
the  gardens  and  all  these  undertakings  showed  good  returns^  A fresh 
strip  of  land  has  been  taken  into  the  garden  and  work  has  proceeded  on 
this.  Next  winter  it  will  prove  a valuable  asset  when  wo  reap  the  bene- 
fit of  the  gi'eons tirffs  planted.  Little  v;ork  has  been  possible  in  the 
Woodshed,  as  sleeper  wood  for  chopping  into  bundles  has  not  been  avail- 
able. 

Recreational  activities  have  been  kept  up,  vlth  the  usual  football 
and  cricket  in  the  sports  field,  and  vvith  indoor  activities  including 
cards,  table  tennis,  billa.ards , table  skittles  and  similar  games.  Pat- 
ients enjoy  listening  to  the  radio  and  read  vdth  interest  the  papers  and 
magazines  provided. 

Weekly  visits  to  the  local  Cinema  are  arranged  for  batches  of  the 
men.  Parole  men  are  allowed  to  go  there  on  their  own  on  vreek  nights. 
They  enjoy  these  visits  and  greatly  appreciate  the  entertainment, 

38  x:)atients  had  holidays  during  the  year  in  the  care  of  their  parents 
or  relations.  This  ranged  from  3 days  to  3 v/ecks. 

The  Scout  Troop  is  veiy  strong  and  there  arc  4 patrols.  Weekly 
meetings  are  organised  by  the  Scout  ivfe.ster  and  his  assistant.  The  scouts 
spent  a v/eek  under  canvas  at  Boor  and  had  a very  enjoyable  time.  An  ex- 
hibition was  organised  by  the  Local  Scouts  Association  for  all  troops  in 
the  district.  Cur  troop  made  various  articles  which  helped  to  raise  a 
substantial  sum  for  the  Association,  They  also  took  part  in  a concert 
which  was  held  on  the  same  day. 

Yfe  do  not  experience  veiy  much  difficulty  with  regard  to  obtaining 
staff  and  our  establishment  is  at  present  complete,  with  the  exception  of 
a Tailor  Instructor  v/hom  we  hope  to  obtain  in  the  near  future, 

(Sgd.)  R.  SIMCNS, 

Superintendent . 


VENEREAL  DISEASES 


Arrangements  were  continued  for  the  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  pat- 
ients suffering  from  venereal  diseases  at  the  Royal  Devon  & Exeter  Hos- 
pital, Torbay  Hospital,  North  Devon  Infirmary  (Annexe)  , Barnstaple  and 
the  City  Hospital,  Plymouth, 

The  total  number  of  new  County  cases  attending  for  out-patient  treat- 
ment at  the  Centres  during  1947  vra.s  587  compared  \7ith  92C  in  1946.  59 
new  in-patients  received  treatment  conpared  with  98  for  1946. 

Up  to  the  end  of  1947  the  names  of  46  medical  practitioners  had  been 
placed  on  the  list  of  those  qualified  to  administer  salvarsan  substitutes 
and  159  supplies  were  s ont  out  during  the  year  coimparcd  \7ith  322  for  the 
previous  year. 

The  total  number  of  specimens  examined  for  V.D,  during  the  ycarat 
the  County  Laboratory  was  6C96  compared  with  7C89  in  19^6, 

It  was  found  necessary  to  repay  the  sun  of  £51.13.11.  to  patients 
for  expenses  incurred  in  travelling  to  the  nearest  clinics,  compared  with 
£39.6,8d.  in  1946  and  £75,3,1,  in  1945. 
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The  follovidng  table  shows  the  nmber  of  persons  who  attended  for 
the  first  tii'ae,  and  the  total  number  of  attendances  of  all  persons  at  the 
clinics  daring  the  years  1 945  to  1 947 : - 


1945 

M 

1947 

fiiftiber  dealt  with  at  or  in  connection  with 

the  out-patient  clinics  for  the  first  time  

641 

920 

507 

Total  attendances  of  all  persons  residing 

in  the  administrative  County  

1 

9003 

9514 

7594 

GEMIRAL  ERACTITIONER  V.D,  SCtmiiE 

Under  this  scheme  general  practitioners  who  have  been  approved  by 
the  Ministry  of  Health  are  provided  by  the  County  Council  with  certain 
equipment  and  a.re  paid  for  the  t reatraent  of  patients  in  accordance  with 
the  scale  laid  down.  This  scheme  is  intended  chiefly  to  provide  treat- 
ment facilities  for  persons  living  in  areas  not  easily  accessible  to  one 
of  the  County  Treatment  Centres,  There  are  17  doctors  working  in  this 
Scheme. 

REGUIATION  35(b) 

The  above  Regulation  provides  for  the  compulsory  treatment  of  ven- 
ereal diseases  in  certain  circumstances.  The  Regulation  imposes  duties 
upon  iledical  Officers  of  Health  and  Special  Practitioners,  Special  Prac- 
titioners are  defined  in  the  Regulation  as  follov/s;- 

(a)  a registered  medical  practitioner  who  is  qualified  under  tho 
Loc8l1  Government  (Qualification  of  Medical  Officers  and  Health 
Visitors)  ReguHntion  1930,  to  be  a venereal  diseases  officer, 
or  who  is  or  has  been  a venoroal  diseases  officer  by  virtue  of 
a dispensation  given  by  the  Ministry; 

(^)  a Medical  Officer  of  the  Royal  Navy,"  the  Army  or  the  Royal  Air 
Force  or  of  the  Dominions  or  of  the  Uomon's  Forces  employed  for 
the  time  being  as  a specialist  in  venereal  diseases; 

(c)  any  other  registered  medical  practitioners  designated  by  the 
Minister  of  Health  for  the  purposes  of  the  Regulation. 

A practitioner  wishing  to  be  approved  under  (c)  has  to  apply  to  the 
County  or  Coirnty  Borough  Medical  Officer  of  Health  who  will  forward  tho 
application  with  his  recommendation  to  the  Minister  of  Health. 

Diiring  the  year,  21  contacts  were  notified  on  Form  1 . 2 second 

notifications  were  received  - both  these  persons  were  served  vdth  official, 
notices  to  attend  for  examination  and  complied.  Treatment  was  given  and 
clearance  certificates  have  been  received  in  respect  of  both  these  cases, 
Y/hero  only  one  notification  is  received,  it  is  not  possible  to  take  legal 
action  to  force  a contact  to  attend  for  examination,  but  every  effort  is 
made  to  got  the  contact  to  attend  voluntarily. 

The  above  Regulation  ceased  to  operate  after  3lst  December,  1947» 
Local  Authorities  no  longer  have  powers  to  direct  a person  in  respect  of 
whom  2 notifications  have  been  received,  to  attend  for  examination.  The 
Minister  of  Health  suggests  that  Medical.  Officers  of  Health  should  en- 
deavour to  persmd.e  contacts  to  attend  for  examination,  if  their  Author- 
ities instruct  them  to  do  so.  The  Public  Health  Committee  have  instructed 
me  to  take  this  action  and  wherever  possible,  I shall  endeavour  to  trace 
any  contacts  brou^t  to  my  notice  and  try  and  persuade  them  to  attend  for 
examination. 


COUInTY  SAHITARI  I1J3PSCT0RS 

The  following  is  a sirmmary  of  inspections  carried  out  during  the 
year*  by  the  County  Sanitary  Officers; - 
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Visits  of  inspection 

Visits  to  investigate  complaints 

Samples  of  river  water... 

Water  samples  (Bacteri logical  and  Chemical) 

Surveys  of  water  supplies  and  sev/age  disposal  schemes 

MILK  & DAIRIES  ACTS  & ORDERS 

"/tcredited"  - Inspection  and -re-inspection  of  new  applicants 

Re-inspections  of  approved  producers 

Inspections  re  Bottling  Licences  ...  

"Tuberculin  Tested"  - Inspection  and  re-inspection  of  premises  of  new 
applicants  . . 

Re-inspection  of  approved  producers 

Insoections  re  Bottling  Licences  

Milk  in  Schools  Scheme  - Inspection  of  Premises  ... 

Milk  Supplies  to  Council's  Institutions  - Inspection  of  Premises 
Visits  to  'Crdinary'  herds  for  Mastitis  and  Undulant  ."ever 
Samples  of  milk 

MILK  DEPOTS  S FACTORIES 

Visits  and  inspections 

Washings  of  churns  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination 
Washings  of  bottles  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination 
Number  of  Pasteurized  Milk  Samples  ...  ...  

GENERAL 

Visits  to  Schools 

Consultations  with  District  Sanitary  Inspectors  etc. 

Investigations  of  complaints  ... 


123 

99 

121 

237 

91 


682 

512 

18 


335 

187 

16 

133 

7 

16 

12 


22 

43 

109 

10 


15 

836 

19 


MILK 

(Special  Designations)  Regulations,  1936-1946, 


The  nvuriber  of  Designated  Milk  Licences,  although  suhstantial,  is  not 
as  great  as  it  should  he  in  a County  so  renowned  as  Devon  for  its  dairy 
products.  By  way  of  conroarison,  the  figures  for  this  County  are  given 
in  Table  1,  alongside  those  for  the  Counties  of  Cornwall,  Dorset,  Glouc- 
ester, Somerset  and  TTilts, 


TABLE  I. 


County 

Acreage 

(Including  County 
Boroughs) 

Population 

No.  of  T.T. 
Fhoducers 

— 

No.  of  Acc 
Producers 

Cornwall 

864, I26 

313,559 

+ 283 

470 

Devon 

■ 1, 671,377 

701,820 

+ 450 

780 

Dorset 

622,843 

242,990 

+ 460 

503 

Gloucester 

802,963 

873, 147 

+ 404 

445 

Somerset 

1,034, 144 

509,770 

+ 740 

711 

Wiltshire 

860,829 

345,800 

+ 429 

703 

+ Position  as  at  3lst  March,  I947. 


Of  an  estimated  total  of  11 ,000  dairy  farms  in  Devon,  it  will  bo  seen 
that  approximately  are,  at  present,  licensed  for  the  production  of 
Tuberculin  Tested  Ivlilk,  whereas  the  percentage  of  Accredited  producers  is 
about  7. 
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Thoro  is  no  doiibt  that  tho  difficulties  associated  with  the  adaptation 
of  existing  buildings  or  tho  erection  of  new  ones  to  comply  with  the  Desig- 
nated Milk  standards  are  holding  back  many  would  be  Tuberculin  Tested  or 
Accredited  PixDducors, 

The  delay  in  getting  a Building  Licence  is  a matter  for  particular 
coimiaent,  and  in  this  connection,  mention  must  bo  made  of  tho  fact  that, 
to  the  knovifled.ge  of  this  Department,  most  applications  have  to  pass 
through  at  least  four  Departments  before  a decision  is  reached.  It  is 
possible  that  there  are  more  stages  than  thisj 

A most  striking  point  about  this  is  that  the  County  Council,  who 
through  its  Medical  Department,  inspect  the  buildings  proposed  to  be  used 
by  “each  applicant , are  often  not  consulted  until  tho  building  work  has  boon 
approved  by  tho  Ministiy  of  'works,  and,  indeed,  sometimes  completed. 

The  failure  to  consiiLt  the  Authority  responsible  for  the  final  apioro-  - 
val  of  the  buildings  under  the  Designated  Milk  Scheme  inevitably  loads  to 
the  creation  of  the  very  difficult  situations  vyhich  have  arisen  on  mnro 
than  one  occasion,  during  the  past  year. 

There  is  a feeling  amongst  some  that  the  standards  required  of  build- 
ings in  which  Tuberculin  Tested  and  Accredited  Milk  are  to  be  produced 
should  still  further  be  relaxed  as  long  as  present  conditions  exist. 

Vi^e  cannot  accept  this  although  we  agree  that  more  than  good  build- 
ings and  proper  equipment  are  needed  to  produce  clean  milk.  Quite 

apart  from  tho  requirements  of  the  regiilations , the  fact  imist  surely  be 
recognised  that  it  is  much  easier  to  produce  milk  of  good  keeping  quality 
from  cows  which,  apart  from  being  healthy  in  themselves,  are  milked  in 
healthy  buildings,  properly  equipped  for  the  job. 

The  cost  of  alterations  may  bo  considerable,  but  so,  also,  is  the 
value  of  the  bonus  payable  to  designated  producers  by  tho  Ivdlk  Marketing 
Board,  It  is  our  aim  to  be  as  reasonable  as  possible,  but  certain  basic 
requirements  have  to  be  met, 

Tho  Ivtinistiy  of  Agriculture's  pre-fabricatod  standard  farm  building 
units  which,  it  is  understood,  will  be  available  during  the  latter  pa2?t  of 
194-8,  should  prove  an  economic  and  very  satisfactory  solution  to  this 
difficult  problem. 


The  follovTing  is  a summary  of  the  work  in  connection  with  the  supers 
vision  of  milk  supplies  :- 

During  the  year  ended  3lst  Decenber,  194-7,  9^681  Veterinary  Inspecti- 
ons were  carried  out  by  Officers  of  the  Ministry  of  Agricxilture  and 
Fisheries,  and  the  follov/ing  table  shovys  tho  number  of  animals  examined 
and  the  number  found  to  have  indurated  udders  or  to  bo  giving  milk  unfit 
for  human  consumption  for  reasons  other  than  Tuberculosis: - 


Designation 

Mjnber 

I'/ith 

Indurated 

Udders 

fji  Ik  unfit 
for  Human 
Consumption 

Suffering 

from 

Mastitis 

Exatnined  

59,2!2 

Tuberculin  Tested  

29,995 

7 

19 

20 

Accredited 

29,217 

58 



95 

45 

In  addition  to  the  above  examinations,  tho  Divisional  Veterinary 
Officer’s  return  to  mo  shows  that  80,84-2  cattle  in  ordinary  herds  wore 
inspected  during  the  year. 

Examination  of  the  milk  from  abnormal  ladders  has  shewn  that  30  out 
of  the  total  number  of  animals  examined  were  giving  tiiberculoias  milk.  The 
cows  giving  tuberculous  milk  have  been  slaughtered  under  tho  Tuberculosis 
Orders,  while  stops  have  been  taken  to  prevent  tho  milk  from  other  cots, 
returned  as  unfit,  from  reaching  the  public. 


18. 


Milk, 

(Special  Designations) 

Orders  and  Regulations 

ftew  Applications 
Approved 

tober  in 

force  at 
end  of  year 

No.  of 
Samples 
submitted 

No.  of 
Samples 

Fai led 

Percentage 

Accredited  Licences 

Tuberculin  Tested 

56 

169 

780 

450 

4,259 

2,579 

1,544 

824 

36.2 

31.9 

TOTALS 

■—  ■ ■ ■ — ■■■ - - ‘ 

225 

1,230 

6,838 



2,368 

34.6 

SUM'IAJRY  Qg  CMGEIIED,  SUSPEKDED  OR  TRANSIERRBD  LICENCES: - 


Cancelled  b y Committee  ... 

Accredited 

2 

Licences  relinquished 

31 

Transferred  fr.om  Accredited  to  T.T.  ... 

41 

Transferred  from  T.T.  to  Accredited  ... 

• • ♦ • • « 

IL 

1 

32 

2 • 


MLK  IN  SCHOOLS  SGHSIvE. 

During  the  year  the  herds  of  producers  supplying  j:iilk  under  this 
scheme  have  hecn  examined  quarterly,  and  sanples  of  milk  submitted  from 
any  suspicious  cows, 

514  "bulk  sampled  of  milk  from  these  producers  have  "been  taken  for 
cleanliness,  and  of  those,  206  have  failedto  reach  tho  required  standard  - 
this  nuiaher  also  includes  repeat  failed  samples. 

The  Area  Ivdlk  Officer  in  consultation  with  the  Chief  Education  Officer 
and  myself  axe  working  out  a scheme  for  sup^Dlying  all  the  schools  in  the 
County  with  tuberculin  tested,  pasteurised  or  heat-treated  milk  from  cen- 
tral depots, 

FOOD  .AID  DRUGS  ACT,  1948, 

Particulars  are  given  in  Tables  2 and  3 of  the  sampling  carried  out 
during  1947?  under  the  above  Act, 

Most  of  the  cases  taken  to  Court  have  concerned  milk,  but  as  will  be 
seen  from  Table  2 the  samples  have  covered  a very  wide  range  of  foods 
and  drugs. 

The  seven  Sampling  Officers  continue  to  discharge  their  duties  in  a 
satisfactory  manner,  and  have  been  found  to  show  \m;asual  ingenuity  in 
obtaining  some  of  the  specimens.  Their  vrork  is  by  no  moans  congenial, 
but  it  is  pleasant  to  record  that  not  one  complaint  has  been  received  agai- 
nst the  way  in  'which  the  Sampling  Officers  have  carried  out  their  duties. 

iifeny  cases  of  infestation  with  meal  mites  have  been  reported  by  the 
Public  Analyst,  generally  in  pudding  pov/ders  or  cereals.  The  Local 
Sanitary  Authority  is  asked  to  deal  with  such  cases  and  particular 
attention  is  paid  by  their  Officers  to  the  metbiods  adopted  for  tho  storage 
of  foodstuffs  which  have  become  affected. 

Prom  time  to  time  cases  arise  where  "Appeal  to  the  Herd"  specimens 
of  milk  are  as  low  as  (and  sometimes  lov7er  than)  the  original  samples. 
It  is  our  norraal  practice  in  such  cases  to  refer  tho  details  to  tho  Tech- 
nical Department  of  tho  Devon  Agricultural  Executive  Committee  v/hoso 
Officers  are  alv^ays  ready  to  discuss  the  problem  with  tho  farmer  or  diary- 
man  concerned.  Often  irregularity  of  milking  and  unsuitable  or  irreg- 
ular feeding  appear  to  cause  a reduction  in  tho  non- fatty  solids  content 
of  milk.  A sudden  change  of  diet  may  also  have  a bearing  on  this  matter. 

Cases  of  deficiency  of  milk  fat  are  often  traced  to  ii:iproper  stirring 
(particularly  V7hen  milk  is  bottled)  and  the  old  practice  of  allov/ing 
calves  to  suck  out  the  "strippings"  is  a frequent  cause  of  the  trouble. 

It  is  usually  possible  to  determine  \There  a genuine  mistake  has  been 
made,  or  where  there  is  obvio\:sly  a lack  of  aiopreciation  of  the  faots, 
and  in  such  cases,  the  action  taken  is  tempered  accordingly. 

Since  the  Public  Health  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations,  1947?  cane 
into  force  an  arrangement  has  been  reached  between  the  County  Council  and 
certain  District  Councils  whereby  our  Sampling  Officers  will  take  samples 
of  ice  cream  for  bacteriological  examination.  It  is  expected  that  the 
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first  batch  of  samples  will  be  sxibmitted  early  in  June,  1948,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  each  registered  deader  in  ice  creain,  (other  • than  those  who 
sell  pre-pack:ed  brands  only)  will  be  sampled  once  a month. 

All  advisory  and  supervisory  work  connected  with  registered  premises 
vn.ll  be  dealt  vdth  by  the  local  Public  Health  Department, 

TABLE  2, 

The  following  gives  details  of  the  specimens  submitted  to  the  County 
Analyst  during  the  year. 


Article 

No  of 

Samples 

No.  of 

Adulterations 

No.  of 
Prosecutions 

Amount  of 

Fines  S Costs 

1947 

1946 

1947  1946 

1947  1946 

1947  1946 

Cake  H ixture 

6 

1 

Sago 

1 

2 

Sage  & Onion  Stuffing 

1 

A bond  Flavouring 

3 

Hine  Flavouring 

1 

Vanilla  Flavouring 

1 

Medicinal  Liquid  Paraffin 

2 

2 

Chocolate  Cup 

1 

Golden  Raising  Powder 

4 

2 

Condensed  Mi  Ik 

1 

Bottled  Mussels 

1 

Mustard  Condi  rent 

3 

5 

Vinegar 

5 

9 

Castor  Oi  1 

4 

2 

Pickling  Spice 

3 

1 

Jelly  Crystals 

4 

Evaporated  Ih'  Ik 

1 

Sauce  Powder 

2 

Jelly  Dessert 

1 

3 

Table  Cream 

I 

Dessert  Mould 

3 

1 

2 

Aspirin  Tablets 

2 

3 

Blend  of  Invert  Sugar, 

Honey 

2 

Ginger  Cordial  Wine 

I 

1 

Cod  Liver  Oil 

3 

2 

Decolourised 

Tincture  of  Iodine 

1 

. Camphorated  Oi 1 

I 

2 

Epsom  Salts 

3 

5 

Sulphur  Tablets 

I 

1 

Saccharine  Tablets 

2 

5 

Glucose 

1 

Glycene 

1 

Antiseptic  Throat  Mints 

1 

Balsam  of  Aniseed 

1 

British  Sherry 

1 

Milk  Substitute 

1 

1 

1 1 

Mixed  Herbs 

3 

2 

. 

Anchovies  Fillets 

2 

Ginger  Wine  Essence 

2 

Meat  fVoducts 

1 

Ground  Ginger 

6 

4 

1 

Run 

7 

5 

1 

felted  Milk 

2 

Semolina 

2 

8 

2 

lard 

2 

18 

1 

Barley  Crystals 

2 

Custard  Powder 

2 

2 

Dried  Egg  Powder 

3 

1 

Salad  Dressing  Powder 

1 

1 

1 

Soft  Drink 

1 

9 1 

4 

L 

L 

(Contd. ) 
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Article 

No.  of 

Samples 

No.  of 

Adulterations 

No.  of 
Prosecutions 

Amount  of 

Fines  & Costs 

1947 

1946 

1947  1946 

1947  1946 

1947 

Sponge  Mixture 

8 

2 

1 

Savoury  Cereal  Food 

1 

1 

Rapper 

3 

6 

Cheose 

1 

6 

(feat  Yeast  Vegetable 

Extract 

2 

Tea 

3 

5 

Ground  Coffee 

9 

8 

Ammon iated  Tincture  of 

Quinine  ' 

2 

ffergari  ne 

2 

23 

Glycerine 

4 

Laxative 

2 

Cake  Fleur 

3 

6 

1 1 

Sauce 

3 

5 

Beer 

5 

8 

Gin 

15 

17 

2 1 

1 1 

£11.  1.  0. 

Cocoa 

5 

6 

Fisli  Paste 

15 

9 

f/^lt  Vinegar 

14 

26 

Pudding  Mixture 

12 

4 

3 

Butter 

16 

27 

Soup 

9 

4 

1 

Milk 

271 

406 

70  56 

10  19 

£110.  18.  9. 

Milk  Appeals  to  Herd 

77 

83 

Meat  Paste 

6 

2 

Baking  Ponder 

17 

14 

2 3 

Ice  Cream  Render 

1 

Jelly  Cream 

2 

Gelatine 

5 

7 

Coffee,  Cliiccry  Essence 

3 

Turmeric 

1 

1 

Brandy 

1 

2 

Yeast 

1 

Maccoroni  in  Tomato  and 

Cheese  Sauce 

1 

fii’ustard  in  Paste 

1 

1 

Curry  Pender 

2 

6 

Beef  Extract 

1 

Piccalilli 

1 

3 

Kipper  Snacks 

1 

Yeast  Extract 

I 

Gravy  Render 

3 

1 

Cooking  Fat 

5 

13 

Horseradish  Cream 

2 

Oatmeal 

2 

4 

Cereal  Barley 

I 

Tincture  of  Iodine 

5 

3 

1 

ffedicated  Lozenges 

I 

Lemon  Flavour 

3 

4 

Smoked  Herring  Spread 

2 

Pickled  Onions 

I 

Beverage  (Vi-Oocoa) 

I 

Egg  Saveuree 

I 

1 

Turtle  Soup  Tablets 

1 

Beef  Aspic  Jelly 

1 

Oayenne  Pepper 

1 

Biscuits 

I 

Vinegar  flavoured  with 

Tarragon 

1 

Foot  Ointment 

1 

teccaroni 

4 

Almond  Essence 

1 

1 

Coarse  Cut  Barley 

1 

Meat  Soup 

1 

Junket  Powder 

1 

1 

i 

-_J 
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(Contd. ) 


/Vticles 

kb.  of 

Samples 

No.  of 

Adulterations 

No.  of 
Prosecutions 

Amount  of 

Fines  S Costs 

1947  1946 

1947  1946 

1947  1946 

1947 

BLackcurrent  Syrup 

1 

Sausage  Meat 

4 1 

2 

Groats 

1 1 

Lemonade 

3 

Bicarbonate  of  Soda 

3 2 

Malt  Yeast  Vegetable 

Extract 

1 

Hogs  Pudding 

I 

Ifelt  Cup 

3 

Egg  Powder  Substitute 

1 

1 

Cream 

1 

1 

Lemon  Crystals 

6 I 

Meat  Pasties 

1 

Sponge  FLidding 

2 2 

2 

Mixed  Spice 

3 5 

Sugar 

3 12 

Sweets 

4 5 

Hcusehold  Milk 

4 I 

Lemon  Barley  Crystals 

2 I 

1 

Beef  Sausages 

2 

1 

Essence  of  Rennet 

6 4 

!!/hiskey 

10  15 

1 3 

1 1 

£11  10 

Sausages 

14  8 

4 

Fruitcup 

1 

Lemon  Squash 

1 

Condensed  fechine  Skimmed 

• 

Mi  Ik 

1 I 

Jelly  Making  Compound 

1 

Grange  fermalade 

1 1 

Salad  Oil 

1 

Proprietory  Cereal 

3 

1 

Eucalyptus  Oil 

1 2 

Custard  Flavour 

1 

Meat  Extract 

1 

Coffee  & Chicory  Extract 

1 2 

Almond  Paste  Substitute 

I 

Weal  & Ham  Sandv;ich 

1 

Pickled  Gherkins 

1 

Anadin  Tablets 

1 

?iiiite  Ftidding 

1 

Brawn 

I 

Dried  Ibshed  Potato 

1 

Glaubed  Salt 

1 

Patent  Barley 

2 

Q^pe  Saline 

I 

Grape  Brandy 

1 

Oats  Pudding  Mixture 

1 

Vanilla  Essence 

1 

lemon  Linctus 

1 

Rice  Substitute 

1 

Orange  Flavouring 

1 

1 

Cod  Liver  Paste 

3 

Black  Pudding 

2 

Ginger  Beer 

3 

2 

Barley  Pudding  Mixture 

3 1 

2 

Barley  Flakes 

5 1 

1 

Raspberry  Flavouring  Essence 

1 1 

• 'ii 

Luncheon  Sausage 

1 

Meat  Pie 

1 

Dried  Onions 

1 

Jam 

1 4 

Friars  Balsam 

1 

Baby  Milk  Food 

I 

Date  Cake 

1 

Sweet  Pickle 

1 

1 Halt  Choc.  Spread 

1 2 

(Contd.) 
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Article 

"1 

No.  of 

Samp  les 

No.  of 

Adulterations 

to.  of 

Prosecutions 

j Amount  of 

i Finos  & Costs 

1947  1946 

1947  1946 

1947  1946 

1947 

Soup  Powder 

1 

Apple  S Tomato  Chutney 

1 

Wine 

1 

fround  Almond  Substitute 

1 

1 

Pork  Sausage  (v'eat 

I 

1 

i 

Cornflour 

I 

Gravy  Salt 

1 

Bun  Flour 

1 1 

1 1 

Dried  Parsley 

1 

Sago 

1 

Borax  S Honey 

1 

Fbisteurised  Hi  Ik 

1 1 

Soda  Mi  nt  Tablets 

2 

Spaghetti  in  f/eat  Sauce 

2 

Peppermint  Flavouring 

2 

Gravy  Browning 

2 4 

Stuffing 

2 

Barley  Flour 

3 

Proprietary  Medicines 

8 

- 

Self  Raising  Flour 

3 

Plain  Flour 

3 

B^ead 

I 

Soya  Flour 

1 

I 

Split  Peas 

1 

Orange  Sguash 

2 

I 

Grapefruit  Squash 

2 

Beans  in  Tomato  Sauce 

I 

Infants  Gripe  Mixture 

1 

Fluid  Magnesia 

1 

BsneS  Vegetable  Broth 

1 

Choc.  Pudding  Mixture 

1 

Red  Bone  S Marrow  Tonic 

1 

Herbal  Foot  Pcwder 

3 

3 

Cough  Mixture 

I 

Liquorice  Powder 

I 

Rye  Cones 

1 

Cake  Spice 

1 

Cough  Batam 

1 

Meat  X Vegetable  (Tinned) 

3 

Carravay  Seeds 

1 

Pickled  Cabbage 

1 

Savoury  klitmeal  (Tinned) 

I 

Cold  Cure  Capsules 

1 

Blancmange  Powder 

1 

Sauce  Powder 

1 

Edible  Cake  Decorations 

1 

Cinnamon 

1 

Medicinal  Tablets 

2 

Beverages 

2 

Medicines 

3 

Table  Dessert 

1 

TOTAL  j 

840  934  { 

108  83 

12  21 

£133  0 0 

TABLE  3 


Artie  la 

to.  of 
Prosecutions 

Amount  of  Finos 
and  Costs 

Article 

to.  of 
Prosecutions 

Amount  of  Fines 

and  Costs 

GIN 

1 

£10.  0.  0.  plus  £1.  I. 

0. 

MILK 

1 

£5.  5.  0.  plus  £3.  3. 

0. 

MIU( 

1 

£15.  0.  0.  plus  £5.  5. 

0. 

MILK 

1 

£10.  0.  0.  plus  a 3. 

0. 

MILK 

1 

a 0.  0.  plus  £2.  2. 

0. 

WHISKEY 

1 

£10.  0.  0.  plus  £1.  1. 

0. 

MILK 

1 

£10.10.  0.  plus  £3.  3. 

0. 

MIIK 

1 

£3.  0.  0.  plus  £2.  2. 

0. 

MILK 

1 

£40.  0.  0.  plus  0.  3. 

0. 

MllK 

I 

£2.  2.  0.' 

MILK 

1 

Case  dismissed 

MIIK 

1 

Case  dismissed. 

.MILK: 

£20.  5.  0; 

£5.  2.  0;  £13.13.0; 

£43. 

3.  0 

£8.  8.  0. 

£13.  3.  0; 

£5.  2.  0;  £2.  2.  0. 

Total 

£110. 

18. 

0. 

G 1 N: 

£11.  1.  0. 

WHISKEY:  £1 

1.  1. 

Od. 

Total: 

£i33.  0.  Od. 
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RIVERS  POLLUTION  PREVENTION 


A carefiil  watch  was  maintained  on  the  condition  of  rivers  - including 
the  Culm,  Axe,  Mole,  Teign  and  Yeo  - receiving  effluents  from  industrial 
and  sewage  treatment  plants  in  the  County,  Appropriate  action  was  taken 
v/here  unsatisfactory  conditions  were  found. 

In  addition  to  routine  work,  the  following  special  investigations 
V7ere  undertaken; - 

(l)  The  Taw  and  Torridgo  Estuaries: 

A detailed  investigation  v/as  made  in  conjunction  vrith  Dr,  Moore,  the 
County  Bacteriologist,  to  dotoimino  the  extent  of  the  pollution  of  the 
Tav/  and  Torridgo  Estuaries, 

Brief  reference  to  this  work  was  made  in  the  Annual  Report  for  1946, 
since  the  survey  Viras  commenced  in  Novemher  of  that  year.  It  v/as  com- 
pleted on  January  31  st,  1947. 

In  the  first  (dated  January  9th,  1947)>  of  his  tv/o  lengthy  reports 
on  the  subject,  Mr,  King  dealt  with  the  pollution  of  the  tidal  waters  of 
the  River  Taw,  Reference  was  also  made  to  the  sanitary  circumstances  of 
the  built-up  areas  on  the  north  and  south  banks  of  the  river  and  to  the 
proposals  submitted  by  the  Consulting  Engineers  for  the  sewerage  and  dis- 
posal of  sewage  from  existing  and  future  development  of  this  part  of  the 
Tar;-  Vadloy, 

The  main  conclusions  reached  may  bo  briefly  summarized  as  follov/s:- 

(a)  In  the  light  of  the  facts  and  findings  set  out  in  Part  I of  the 
Report,  the  conditions  in  the  Taw  Estuary  wore  most  unsatisfactory  on 
"sanitary  grounds".  There  was  strong  evidence  for  stating  that  pre- 
vailing circumstances  wore,  or  might  bo  likely  to  be,  prejudicial  to  piib- 
lic  health,  especially  whore  the  concentration  of  sewage  was  greatest, 

(b)  The  Sanitary  circimistances  of  the  built-up  arcais  draining  into  the 
Estuary,  as  reported  in  Part  III,  revealed  that  the  need  for  the  formu- 
lation of  a co-ordinated  policy,  by  the  Local  Authorities  concerned,  for 
sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  in  the  Tav/  Valley  was  urgent, 

(c)  In  view  of  post-war  conditions,  temporary  improvements  to  existing 
arrangements  nd^t  have  to  bo  carried  out  in  certain  areas  as  a matter 
of  necessity,  but  any  new  sov/erage  work  which  might  be  put  in  hand,  in 
advance  of  a main  scheme  for  the  whole  area,  should  be  designed,  as  far  as 
practicable,  with  a viov/  to  being  incorporated  in  and  forming  part  of 
a major  permanent  sewerage  and  sewage  di.sposal  system, 

(d)  Following  careful  consideration  of  the  various  proposals  for  the 
sewerage  of  the  areas  in  question,  as  set  out  in  the  Preliminary  Report 
of  the  Consulting  Engineers,  it  was  recommended  that  the  Scheme  submitted 
by  Messrs,  Lemon  & Blizard  for  the  construction  of  Northern  and  South- 
ern Joint  Outfalls  into  the  Estuary  bo  accepted,  in  principle. 

The  following  suggestions  wore  made  regarding  the  proposed  joint 
scheme; - 

(i)  That  consideration  should  be  given  to  the  advisability  of 
exteriLing  the  outfall  of  the  Northern  Branch  of  the  Joint  Scheme  to 
a point  in  the  nci^bourhood  of  the  Lighthouse  on  Braunton  Burrows, 
only  1-^  miles  from  the  open  sea, 

(ii)  That  it  might  be  found  possible  to  employ  chlorination  in 
connection  vdth  the  treatment  of  the  sewage,  and  that  in  any  event 
tidal  tanks , arranged  to  discharge  on  the  ebb  tide,  v/cre  preferred 
to  settlement  tanks,  from  which  it  was  proposed  to  discharge  effluent 
at  all  stages  of  the  tide.  In  order  to  reduce,  (if  not  obviate 
entirely)  the  problem  of  sludge  treatment,  the  possibility  of  pro- 
viding for  the  mechanical  disintegration  of  sewage  should,  it  was 
suggested,  receive  investigation. 

The  second  Report  prepared  by  Mr,  King,  (dated  1st  February,  1 947) » 
referred  to  the  survey  which  Dr,  Moore  and  he  had  made  of  the  Torridge 
Estuary  from  the  Bideford  Bar  as  far  as  the  Borough  of  Great  Toridngton, 
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The  decision  to  extend  the  investigations  above  the  tidal  reach  was  made 
V7ith  a view  to  including  the  serious  pollution  by  trade  waste,  of  the 
River  Torridge  at  Torrington,  a state  of  affairs  which  had,  because  of 
the  war  and  other  factors,  persisted  for  far  too  long, 

Shoiily  before  the  survey  was  commenced,  the  Bideford  Borough  Coun- 
cil submitted  a scheme  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  for  the  sewerage  of  the 
main  (v/estem)  part  of  the  town,  and  a Public  Inquiry  regarding  this  was 
held  in  November,  194^. 

In  the  Report  dealing  with  conditions  in  the  Estuary,  reference  was 
made  to  the  sanitary  circimistances  of  the  built-up  areas  on  the  east  and 
west  banks  of  the  River,  and  to  the  methods  of  sewage  disposal,  v/hich 
appeared  to  be  best  suited  to  the  needs  of  the  district,  having  regard 
to  the  physicial  features  of  the  localities  involved.  Comment  was  also 
made  on  the  Bideford  Borou^  Scheme, 

The  conclusions  reached  were,  in  effect,  substantially  the  same  as 
those  outlined  above  in  the  case  of  the  Taw, 

Being  above  the  tidal  reach,  special  conditions  appliedto  Torrington 
and  the  opinion  expressed  in  the  summary  of  the  Report  v/as  as  follows; - 

"In  the  case  of  Torrington,  full-scale  biological  methods 
would  be  necessary  and  the  trade  waste  would  probably  require  siiit- 
able  pre-treatment.  It  is  considered  that  it  might  be  advisable  for 
the  Torrington  Borough  Council  and  the  Torr.idge  Vale  Dairy  Con5)any 
to  submit  a joint  scheme,  in  v/hich  case  the  apportionment  of  costs 
should  be  agreed  before  approval  of  the  proposals  was  given  and  in 
advance  of  the  commencement  of  VTork", 

Dr.  Moore ^s  obervations  formed  Appendices  to  the  Reports,  His 

findings  on  the  samples  of  river  water  and  shell  fish  submitted  for  an- 
al37’sis,  endorsed  our  viev/a  that  there  vras  considerable  pollution  of  the 
Estuaries  which  ho  regarded  as  a potential  source  of  infection  by  org- 
anisms of  the  intestinal  group. 

Dr,  Ivloore  also  stated  that  the  results  of  the  anal^^sis,  taken  in 
conjunction  with  the  Report  on  the  Sanitary  Survey,  appeared  to  present 
a strong  case  for  the  institution  of  a Sev/age  Disposal  Scheme  to  deal 
with  the  whole  of  the  area  under  consideration. 

The  evidence  provided  in  the  two  Reports  v/as  made  available  to  the 
Ministry  of  Health;  the  Minj.stry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries;  the 
Estuilal  Authorities  concerned;  the  local  Port  Health  Authority  and 
the  Taw  and  Torridge  Fishery  Board. 

Conferences  and  Meetings  have  been  held  from  time  to  time  between 
representatives  of  the  Government  Departments  and  the  Local  Authorities 
interested  in  the  matter,  and  it  is  possible  to  report  the  following 
progress;  - 

Barnstaple  Borough  and  Rural  Districts;  A revised  outline  scheme 
for  the  sewerage  of  Sticklepath  and  Oakland  Park  within  the  Borough  of 
Barnstaple,  Hele  I^Ianor,  Bickington,  Freraington,  Yelland  and  Instow,  with- 
in Barnstaple  Rural  District  - all  on  the  south  side  of  the  River  Taw 
has  now  been  submitted  to  the  County  Council  under  the  Rural  Water 
Supplies  and  Sewerage  Act,  1944. 

It  is  \jnderstood  that  proposals,  some  of  which  vTill  be  of  a temp- 
orary natirre,  for  the  sewerage  of  the  remainder  of  Barnstaple  Borough 
and  Hraunton  will  be  received  in  1948. 

Bidoford  Borough;  A tender  for  the  Schemo  sanctioned  by  the  Mini- 
stiy  of  Health  has  been  approved,  and  work  will  bo  commenced  shortly. 

No  proposals  for  the  East-tho-Water  or  the  Chanters  Lane  parts  of 
Bi deford  have  yet  been  received, 

Northam  Urban  District;  No  sev/erage  proposals  of  any  kind  have  yet 
been  received, 

Torrington;  A combined  scheme  for  the  treatment  of  domestic 
Sewage  and  trade  waste  is  in  an  advanced  stage  of  preparation  by  Con- 
sulting Engineers,  The  desirability  of  picking  up  all  existing  sewage 
outfalls  as  part  of  the  now  scheimB  has  been  stressed. 
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This  Department  is  assisting  in  taking  composite  samples  of  trade 
waste  and  in  various  technical  matters. 

The  Con3ultin.g  Engineers  are  keeping  in  close  touch  with  us, and 
with  the  Fater  Pollution  Research  Board,  whose  Director  and  Staff  are 
alw'ays  ready  to  give  export  advice  on  any  matter  within  their  province. 


(2)  Pollution  of  streauTi  at  Ahbotskerswell; 

During  a routine  inspection  of  rivers  and  streams  under  the  Rivers 
Pollution  Prevention  Acts,  pollution  of  a stream  in  the  vicinity  of  a 
Cider  Factory  vra.s  observed,  and  proved  on  analysis  of  samples  of  the 
Stream  Y/ater, 

The  p.roprietors , on  being  asked  to  take  steps  to  remedy  the  com- 
plaint, served  a trade  effluent  notice  on  the  local  authority  for  pe]>- 
missicn  to  discharge  the  effluent  into  the  public  sower  in  accordance 
with  Section  2 of  the  Public  Health  (Drainage  of  Trade  Prom.ises)  ^ Act, 
1937.  The  Local  Authority,  however,  refused  to  grant  such  facilities 
and  the  proprietors  appealed  to  the  Minister  of  Health  under  Section  3 of 
the  above  Act, 

The  Minister  of  Health  held  a Local  Inquiry,  and  later  intimated 
tlnat  he  upheld  the  decision  of  the  local  authority. 


. EIRAL  HOUSING: 


Under  the  Hoiasing  Act,  1936,  Section  88,  the  County  Council  may  ob- 
tain information  from  Rural  District  Councils  regarding;- 

(i)  the  housing  conditions  of  persons  of  the  working  classes, 

(ii)  the  extent  to  v/hich  overcrowding  or  other  unsatisfactory  hous- 
ing conditions  exist , and 

(iii)  the  sufficiency  of  the  steps  which  the  Council  of  the  Districts 
have  taken,  or  are  proposing  to  take,  to  remedy  those  conditiens 
and  to  provide  further  housing  accommodation. 

Because  of  the  war  and  the  immediate  post-war  conditions,  no  returns 
of  this  nature  had  been  called  for  since  1938.  It  felt,  however, 

that  it  was  now  necessary  to  get  up-to-date  information,  particularly  in 
regard  to  the  following  matters; - 

(a)  The  progress  of  the  Rural  Housing  Survey  which  v/as  required  by 
the  Ministry  of  Health  to  be  carried  out  as  a resirlt  of  the 
Hobhouse  Report  of  1944. 

(b)  New  or  additional  housing  accommodation  provided  since  the  eni 
of  the  war. 

(c)  Re-conditioning  under  the  Housing  (Rural  Y/orkers)  Acts, 

From  the  particulars  supplied  by  the  Local  Authorities  in  reply  to  a 
circular  letter,  it  has  been  possible  to  compile  Tables  4 and  5>  which 
give  a picture  of  the  housing  position  in  the  Rural  Districts  of  the 
Coxinty  as  at  31st  December,  1947. 


TABLE  4« 

THE  RURAL  HOUSIHG  SURVEY 
(See  Sheet  28), 
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The  reason  for  the  relatively  slow  progress  in  completing  the  Rural 
Housing  Survey  may  be  accounted  for,  in  the  majority  of  cases,  by  the 
shortage  of  the  necessary  technical  and  clerical  staff.  The  appropriate 
Committee  of  the  County  Council  will  shortly  be  considering  whether  there 
is  any  way  in  which  the  County  Council  can  offer  assistance  to  the  Rural 
District  Councils  in  this  matter. 

Subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Rural  District  Councils  in  the  County 
it  is  my  intention  to  recommend  that  tv/o  or  more  temporary  Officers  (who 
should  be  qualified  Sanitary  Inspectors)  should  be  appointed  on  ny  Staff 
to  assist  in  completing  the  Survey  as  early  as  possible. . 


TABLE  5. 

OR  ADDITIONALHOUSING  ACCOM, ©DAT ION 
PROVIDED  SINGE  THE  END  OP  THE  \7AR 

(Position  as  at  31.12,47). 


(See  sheet  29). 


Prom  Table  4 will  be  seen  the  urgent  need  which  exists  in  the  County 
for  rural  housing  accommodation. 

The  extent  of  the  work  carried  out  in  Devon  under  the  Housing  (Rural 
Workers)  Acts,  is  revealed  from  the  following  statement  supplied  by  the 
Clerk  of  the  County  Council: - 


(a)  No,  of  applications  for  assist eince 

received  ...  ...  ...  ...  1944’ (in  respect  of 

3186  dwellings) 


(t) 

No.  of  applications  approved 

• • • 

1446 

(o) 

No,  of  grants 

• • • 

1394 

(d) 

No,  of  grants  and  loans  ... 

• • • 

52 

(«) 

No,  of  schemes  satisfactorily  consisted 

1369  (in  respect  of 

2134  dwellings) 


Information  received  from  Rural  District  Coimcils  in  which  schemes 
were  carried  out  shovred  that  increased  accommodation  resulted  in  about 
47?^  of  the  cottages  reconditioned.  In  one  district  vj^herc  67  cottages 
v/ere  reconditioned,  the  increase  amounted  to  91/i^  and  in  another  the 
estimated  increase  wsls  8C;^, 

The  great  value  of  reconditioning  may  be  gauged  from  the  fig\iros 
given  above , and  one  hesitates  to  think  wiiat  the  numbers  waiting  for  acc- 
ommodation in  the  County  at  the  present  time  would  bo  if  Devon  had  not 
made  such  outstanding  progress  when  facilities  v/ero  available  not  only 
for  cottages  to  be  put  in  order,  but  for  conversions  to  be  made  from 
buildings  never  before  used  for  h\jman  habitation. 

The  Hobhouse  Report  on  "Reconditioning  in  Rural  Areas",  published  in 
1947^  clearty  shows  the  urgency  of  the  need  for  a speedy  resumption  of 
grant-aided  schemes  for  reconditioning, and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  new  and 
even  better  legislation  will  be  introduced  before  1948  is  out, 

RURAL  WATER  SUPPLIES  AND  SEWERAGE  ACT,  1944: 

During  the  year,  the  following  schemes  were  considered  by  the  County 
Medical  Department,  in  collaboration,  where  necessary,  with  the  County 
Councils  Consulting  Engineers; - 
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Local  Authority 


Parishes  of  Areas  Affected 


Estimated  Cost 


Axminster  R.D.C. 

Ccmbpyie,  Rousdon,  M-usbury, 
Kilmington. 

£20,170. 

YiToodhouse  Hill  (Extension) 

£2,320 

honiton  ReP.C. 

Bransconibe 

Cotleigh,  Offwell,  V/idworthy 
Gittisham 

£9,250 

£5,000 

£2,693 

Kinersb ridge  R.D.G. 

Regional  Scheme  (Extension) 

£5,348 

Stokenham 

Slapton 

£9,435 

£9,004 

NeTTton  Abbot  R.D.C 

. North  Bovey 

£2,850 

St . Thomas  R. D. C , 

Christ  ow 
l/7oodbury 

£7,750 

£2,710 

Tiverton  R-D,C, 

Bradninch 

Tiverton  Regional  (Extension) 

0 

0 

C\J  (M 

Totnes  R,D.C . 

Rattery 

£12,930 

(2)  Sewerage 

Axminster  R.D.C. 

Kilmington,  Whitford,  Musbuiy 

£37,000 

Barnstaple  R.D.C. 

Woolacombe 

£27,758 

Crediten  R.D.C. 

Newton  3t,  Gyres 

Shobrooke 

Cheriton  Bishop 

Chawleigh 

£11 ,910 
£4,880 
£8,300 
£7,515 

Honiton  R.D.C. 

Payhenibury,  Broadhembury, 

Sidnaouth  Junction 

£12,500 

Kingsb ridge  R.D.C. 

Aveton  Gifford 

Blackawton 

^S6,008 

£5,565 

Pl.vmpton  R.D.G. 

Billacombe 

Goosewell 

£27 ,000 
£4,230 

Tiverton  R.D.G. 

Baiflpton 

Halbert  on 

Sampford  Peverell 

Willand 

£5,531 

£27,950 

£23,450 

£22,450 

Totnes  R.D.G, 

Churston  Ferrers 

Ivlarldon 

Rattery 

£4,427 

£20,088 

£2,300 

The  schemes  listed  above  vtotg  recommended  for  approval  but  in  some 
cases  this  was  conditional  upon  certadn  amendments  being  made. 

The  value  of  contact  being  made  vd.th  this  Office  at  an  early  stage 
in  the  preparation  of  the  plans  of  new  \7ater  and  sewerage  schemes  cannot 
be  over  estimated.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  in  future,  still  more  District 

Covuicils  v/ill  co-operate  in  the  manner  suggested,  thereby  enabling  much 
time  to  bo  saved. 
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MEIDICAL  0F51CER3  ON  THE  STAFF  OF  THE  I/EDICAL  DBPARTIvENT 

ON  31.12,47. 


Desipr^ated  Pest 


Name  of  Officer 


County  Medical  Officer  Dr.  L,  Meredith  Da'\n.es,  M.A, , M,D. 

B,Ch»,  D.P.H. j LoRaC.P. , M*R,G,S, 

Deputy  County  Medical  Officer  Dr.  vT.J.  Doyle,  , B.Ch,  , D,P,H. , 

B.A.O. 


Senior  Medical  Officer  for 
Ivlaternity 

Tuberculosis  Officers 


School  Oculists 


Psychiatrists 


Assistant  County  Medical  ^ 
Officers 


Combined  appointments  - 
Assistant  County  Medical 
Officers  and  Medical 
Officers  of  Health 


Dr.  F,  lieron-YiTatson,  M,B, , Ch.B, , D.P.H. 

Dr,  G,E.  Adkins,  B.A,  , M,B, , B.Ch, 

Dr.  W.E.B,  Lloyd,  Ii,A,  ,M,R,C,S,  ,L.R, C.P.  , 
D.P.H. 

Dr,  AoJ.  McMillan,  M.R.C.S,,  L.R.C.P. 

Dr.  YuG.  Hutton,  L.R.C.P,,  M.R.C.S,, 
D.O.M,S. 

Dr.  M.L.  Foxwell,  L.R.C.P,,  M.R.C.S,, 
D.P.H.  , D.C.H. 

Dr,  H,  Scott-Forbes,  L.R.C.P.,  IvLR.C.S, , 

D.P.M. 

Dr,  J.J,  Justice,  B.Sc,,  M,B.  , Ch.B,, 

D.P.M. 

Dr,  H.M,  Davies,  M,A.  , MI.R.C.S, , L.R.C.P, 
D.P.H. 

Dr,  T,  Gibson,  M,D, , C.M.  , D.P.H, 

Dr,  D.M,  Green,  M.B. , B.S,,  M.R, C.S. , 

L. R.C.P,,  D.P.H. 

Dr,  M,  Gunner,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

Dr.  M.H,  King,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Dr.  H.A.  Mackenzie-V/’intle , L.R.C.P,, 

M. R.C.S. , D.P.H. 

Dr,  G.D.  Park,  M,C.,  M,B, , Ch.B, 

Dr,  N,  Pioctor-Sims,  I'AR.C.O.G,  , L.R.C.P, 
M.R.C.3. 

Dr.  F.M.  Rhodes,  L.R.C.P.  , 1\LR.C.S. 

Dr.  J.  Sleigh,  M.B.  , Ch.B.,  C.P.H.,  D.P.H 
Dr,  G,  Y^a3.ker,  M,B, , Ch.B, , D.P.H, 

Dr,  J.H,  Y/ildiian,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P., 
C.P.H.  , D.P.H. 


Dr,  A,  Dick,  M.D,  ,Ch.3, , D.P.H, 

Dr,  L.G,  Anderson,  M,D,  , Ch.B,,  D.P.H. 


Hawlanocr  Medical  Staff 

Medical  Superintendent 

Dr. 

R.L,  Ivlidgley,  M,D, , M.B.,  B.S. , 

M.R.C.P. , M.R.C.S. 

D^uty  Superintendent 

Dr. 

E,  Littler,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

Resident  Medical  Officer 

Dr. 

P.  Hollis,  L.M.S.S.A. 
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